THE   BARBARIANS
the parental demand was not fat intellect, but for character And character the public schools did supply to an extent unapproachable anywhere else in Europe The large amount of power delegated to the boys themselves, under the monitorial system, engendered habits of command and responsibility
These are gifts of importance, but they require the guidance of a trained intellect to make them fmitful What happened was exactly what might have been anticipated The barbaric scale of values, that exalts physical prowess above truth and beauty, passed from the fathers to the sons, and the aim of public-school discipline was more and more diverted from the production of scholars to that of sportsmen and athletes Eton, the most aristocratic of all these schools, was also the most obstinately umntellectual In the course of the traditional rivalry between Eton and Harrow, Eton "gentlemen" were habitually contrasted, by themselves, with Harrow "cads", but there was one contemptuous concession that no Etonian minded flinging to the men of the Hill
<e Harrow may be mote clever, Rugby may make more row I Swing, swing together I "
cleverness and noise being evidently valued equally But no Harrovian has ever, so far as I know, showed the slightest desire to counter with the obvious repartee, that it is less discreditable, particularly in the absence of a river, to be a bad oarsman than a dunce
The strength of the public-school system lay in the training that it provided for the younger sons of the aristocracy These sons had not yet begun to enter busj&ess to any considerable extent, but the power of command that the system engendered not only the army commanded by the Duke of with officers, who, tf not much mote